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Lippmann, Walter. The Cold War. Harper. Nov. 
12,1947. 62p. $1.00. 

During the past year, American diplomats and generals 
have spent great deal their time jumping from one 
part the globe another the world’s seething 
cal erupted, creating new trouble zones. Trieste, 
Korea and Greece are still fresh our minds. Everytime, 
matter where the place, America meets the Russians, 
before the haze the eruption clears away. 

casual student foreign affairs, would seem that 
Russia has very definite foreign policy, while the United 
States, two years after the end the war, still groping 
This unpleasant thought yet such view 
now confirmed the publication anonymous 
“The Sources Soviet Conduct”, which 
brought the critical acumen and the keen analytical 
powers Mr. Lippmann, well-known political writer, 
the aid dazed public his recent book, The Cold 
War. 

The anonymous article had two disquieting elements 
about it. First, did not preserve its anonymity and 
secondly its author was recently appointed the Director 
the Policy Planning Staff the Department State. 
His policy explains the diplomatic globe-jumping all too 
clearly. 

While his policy very optimistic, the optimism 
the unreal. based wishful thinking and the 
degradation such great nation America world 
politics. Mr. now known, Mr. George 
Kennan, says: “the Soviet power bears within itself 


the seeds its own decay; anything were occur 
disrupt the unity and efficacy the Party political 
Soviet Russia might changed overnight 
from one the strongest one the weakest and most 


Copyright, 1947 


November 15, 1947 
Scranton 


pitiable national this Mr. Lippmann 
comments: “while Mr. says this cannot proved and 
cannot disproved, nevertheless concludes that the 
United States should construct its policy the assump- 
tion the Soviet’s inherent weakness and that this un- 
proved assumption warrants our entering with ‘reasonable 
confidence’ upon policy firm containment, designed 
confront the Russians with unalterable counterforce 
every point where they show signs encroaching upon 
the interests peaceful and stable world” (p. 11). 


This policy, based unfounded optimism and the con- 
sequent application counterforce constantly shifting 
points all over the world, submitted objective 
criticism Mr. Lippmann that reveals un- 
sound, impractical foreign policy for America. 


This policy containment demands large standing 
army, unified economic and commerce control stricter 
than war time basis, normal for Russia, unconstitu- 
tional for the United States; blank check from the 
American people and the absence any congressional 
discussion. Furthermore gives the Russians the initia- 
tive every move. America must wait meet each 
movement with counferforce. Any delay the de- 
velopment this counterforce makes the Russian en- 
croachment fait accompli. Since America does not have 
large standing army she must employ huge force 
disordered and unpredictable small nations, living 
Russia’s perimeter, hold Russia bounds. Some 
these nations would the Chinese, Afghans, Iranians, 
Turks, Kurds, Greeks, and Arabs, all whom would 
have financed, clothed, fed and armed the United 
All this would have done the hope that 
Russia would eventually grow tired frequent frustra- 
tion blowup from within. addition our great allies, 
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the British Commonwealth Nations, the French, and 
others would left unaided their rehabilitation be- 
cause all our resources were being poured into the weak 
and unstable countries the Russian perimeter. 


clear, unbiased arguments Mr. Lippmann demolishes 
the optimistic, impractical policy Mr. and that part 
the Truman Doctrine which based upon it. There 
venom Mr. Lippmann. For plays the part 
enlightened statesman. does not wish vilify 
hurt. conscientiously interested American 
foreign policy that workable and which will worthy 
our great nation. propses policy which admits 
but which will offer practical solution many 
problems the international field diplomacy. 


advocates the realization the peace treaty between 
Germany, Russia and the United States. This must 
settled. This must our first aim and honest endeavor. 
Once the treaty signed, and admits the price will 
high, then all armies must evacuate the occupied terri- 
tories. This not anything extraordinary but the regular 
procedure and result Peace Treaty. This means the 
Russian Army must withdraw behind her own lines. Any 
further encroachment will stand out clearly before the 
entire world, overt act war. While Mr. Lipp- 
mann admits Russia’s influence will still great other 
countries her communistic activities, yet because those 
communists will not have large Russian army their 
beck and call, the preponderance their influence will 
weakened. gain control country with the 
Russian Army far away will demand victory civil 
war. This may possible but hardly probable. 
the armies out Europe, balance power can 
struck, guaranteeing all nations time rebuild and 
thus move permanent peace. 


“Then,” Mr. Lippmann says, “we shall know what are 
trying do. The Russians will know Europe will 
jective which our own power suited—be diplo- 
macy war. shall seeking end that all men 
can understand, and one which expresses faithfully our 
oldest and best tradition—to the friend and the cham- 
pion nations seeking independence and the end the 
rule alien powers” (p. 62). 

Two foreign policies receive discussion this little book 
pages. One policy seems absolutely impractical, 
confused, inhumanly optimistic and derogatory great 
nation. The other clear, consistent, not too idealistic 
and founded upon peace treaty, the normal aftermath 
the cessation hostilities. One policy keeps the “Cold 
existence, the other has not yet been tried. The 
reviewer can only hope that many serious Americans will 
read and discuss this book. For the future America 
world politics power for good depends little 


way our foreign policy. 
Arthur North, 


Department Philosophy, 
University Scranton 


Stassen, Harold Where Stand! 
Nov. 13, 1947. 205p. $2.00. 


you feel that man should devote all his time 
unashamedly the project securing the nomination 
the presidency, you still think that the office should 


Doubleday. 


Lippmann Stassen Dean 


seek the man? Mr. Stassen has made career out 
telling the people why should the next 
The radio reported yesterday (November that 
that would not accept the vice-presidential 
tion the Republican ticket. the 
recent poll newspaper editors 
friendly feeling toward Stassen; the professional polit, 
cians, who arrange the nominations, are quite cool 
him. 


For what does stand? order answer that 
wrote this book being reviewed. 
mented for his desire let people know where 
national issues, view the reticence most 
dates important issues. This small volume, 
with attempt bombast, makes clear his opposition to} 
Communists. tells his experiences with them 
1939, when was governor Minnesota. does not 
want them jailed, but does not think that 
should permitted any public pay roll. approve 
general the Taft-Hartley bill (p. 73); willing 
have mass picketing considered federal offense (p. 80) 
although general decidedly sympathetic the 
cause labor; believes that strike should calle 
only after the majority all workers, and out the 
union concerned, have approved such action secre 
ballot (p. 89); favor the closed shop, but dos 
not believe that labor unions should charge high initiation 
fees (p. 104); disagrees with Taft and maintains that 
the rank and file the workers are not radical their 
outlook (p. 107); believes that legislation passed 
Minnesota while was governor could well copied 
the federal government. 


One chapter devoted the vexing problem housing. 
favors federal housing program; convinced that 
municipal regulations and practices 
trades must changed. Another entire chapter 
cerned with public health. Stassen not favor 
socialized medicine, but indicates many improvements 
which could and should made. There much that 
seems decidedly sane this “political” book. 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, Chicago 


Dean, Vera Micheles. The United States and Russia. 
Harvard University Press. Nov. 14, 


321p. $3.00. 


This the second book Russia produced Mrs. Dean 
within the past year. addition, she has written many 
articles her position Research Director and Editor 
the Foreign Policy Association. this capacity she has 
been accused favoring the Russian point view 
many current controversies. was surprise, then, 
note that the present book one series edited 
Sumner Welles, and carries favorable introduction 
this distinguished commentator. Mr. Welles can 
accused pro-Soviet bias. 


The United States and Russia reasonably objective 
study the Soviet Union all its important aspects. 
delves into Russian history the attempt explain 
ent attitudes and policies. offers succinct description 


the economic, social, and political life present-day 
The study Soviet-American relations com 
Unquestionably the bes 


Russia. 
plete and fairly accurate. 
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Mrs. Dean’s writings the will useful 
handbook for all students the field. 


Nevertheless, readers must alert for excessive optimism 
not bias regard Soviet policies. Thus, the author 
repeats the canard that the Russian people free- 
dom before 1917, that they could not have had democ- 
racy, and that the Soviet Union may evolving the 
direction political freedom (p. 75). There some 
recurrence the tendency excuse Soviet moves the 
grounds that other powers are not guiltless (p. 
most naive ascribing patriotism Bierut, Tito, 
Rakosi and Dimitrov (p. 
both pro- and anti-Soviet books, with the favorable works 
prevailing ratio about six four. They are also 
with more enthusiasm. 

With the qualifications given, the book may indorsed 


for general use. 
Rev. John Cronin, 
Washington, 


Kossak, Zofia. Angels the Dust. Roy. Oct. 27, 


1947. 467p. $3.50. 


Here female Here lady who can 
write battles, alarums and excursions with the authentic 
eye and ear man. Here author endowed with 
inner intimacy with history. More than The Money- 
man, The Prince Foxes and The Web Lucifer, here 
writing that can convey the cyclic sweep human 
together with what Matthew Arnold calls the 
“higher seriousness”. This the novel that probes down 
under the outer crusts fact with searching and signifi- 
cance—with the masculine hardness Villon. 


Angels the Dust opens the door the first the great 
Crusades, that intermittent three hundred years pilgrim’s 
progress Western Europe the Holy Land. Urban 
sanctioned its beginning. Peter the Hermit preached it. 
“God wills it” cried the flower Europe and while they 
were marshalling their forces, hordes penniless, scroung- 
ing vagabonds swarmed down the Valley the Danube 
plundering and murdering till they themselves were 
slaughtered the rims Hungary and the East. Among 
them was Peter the Hermit and his devoted aid, Walter 
the Penniless (Gautier Sans Avoir), who escaped Con- 
stantinople, there join the regular Crusade the Lords 
and Knights. This, the First Crusade, was one the 
few out hundred abortive endeavors that actually did 
and conquer Jerusalem. marked the beginning 
what was called the Latin Empire the East. 


There the skeleton the Kossak story. The warm- 
blooded meat the thing comes from her telling. 
throbs with the tempo and the vivid splendor Lepanto. 
The gathering the four great streams Crusaders 
glints like old-gold the country Byzantium. The 
earth groans and the mountains tremble with the tread 
three hundred thousand mail-clad warriors thundering 
into the black-purple lands the Crescent and the Tur- 
ban. From Byzantium Nicaea Dorylaeum 
move. Then over the murderous plateaus Asia Minor 
Antioch, thirty thousand left all that host bravely 
put the city siege. Finally they conquer this last all 
their deadly perfumed angered 
Turkish Chieftian, plays Trojan horse for the Christians 
admitting them the city through the tower guards 


Kossak Valtin 
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night- Dawn lights plundered city dying under 
the conqueror’s heel. the plains the light flashes from 
the hundred thousand scimitars Kerbugha’s forces now 
laying siege the knights. Again the starving forces win 
through, crush Kerbugha’s armies, march Jerusalem 
and take the second assault. 


This summary leaves the reviewer with the same vague 
sense injustice professor must feel when trying 
give the substance Homer one lecture. How tell 
the pearl-grey sickness Eastern luxury corroding, gnaw- 
ing the spirit these naive men from the How 
tell the women who followed their liege Lords war; 
Blanche loving dauntless Raoul; Willibald misunderstood 
and suspected her thick-headed, bigotted, obstinately 
stupid husband, Omer; Swennon and Florine wed but 
vowed chastity till enter the Holy City; Gontrane 
the virago and the quiet Godfrey; Pierre Barthélemy 
(Peter Bartholomew), holy priest, discovering the Holy 
Lance the Cruci,xion dream? Inspired this 
manifest sign from heaven, the starveling knights launch 
their attack against Kerbugha just the moment when 
their case seems most hopeless. Then with the twist 
irony, they bring Bartholomew trial for traffic with 
the devil. forced undergo the ordeal fire. 
emerges unhurt from the flames only tragically 
trampled death the exultant admirers who rush 
upon him one blessed divine approval. There 
quasi-scriptural dream Kerbugha’s mother who, like 
Pilate’s wife, rushes warn him have nothing 
with these just men. wealth lore and medieval super- 
stition, abundance oriental detail, the more than 
hundred characters, all blend together superb his- 
torical work unhampered the trappings scholarship 
but using all its instruments, happy fusion epic action 
incident. One quality lacking—the 
character heroic proportion. Let Zofia Kossak follow 
her Sienkiewicz still more—give another Pan Michael, 
another Pan Yan even another Zagloba. 


Valtin, Jan. Castle the Sand. Beechhurst. Nov. 
10, 1947. 495p. $3.00. 

This novel attempts illustrate the theme that America 
should open its heart the new wave immigrants 
seeking refuge from the persecutions 
tempts, say, for way does succeed. The actual 
result less novel than hodge-podge outright im- 
morality, vicarious appeal, obviously bent seizing 
the prurient mind. 

Daniel Braun, merchant ship officer, fleeing Nazi persecu- 
tion Germany finds himself, after arduous trip 
across Europe the city Ghent, the end his tether. 
rescued from the streets and brought into bordello 
Katrina Vanden, step daughter the owner and one 
his filles joie. Before the chaos had known her 
overnight affair. Katrina, course, falls love 
with him again. Fate perhaps the author had fortui- 
tously driven them together again. Together they stay 
through thick and thin. Katrina nurses the broken Daniel 
back health. After sojourn the bordello, the lurid 
details which Mr. Valtin good enough favor 
with, they are forced flee because the complications 
stemming from the jealousy one Katrina’s former 
admirers. This chap, Biribi, name, about evil 
villain one could find literature. any rate, our 
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hero and heroine make their way the New World sans 
passports, struggle nobly against insurmountable odds, 
and surmount them only caught, ironically enough, 
government agents investigating Daniel’s background 
the instigation Biribi who, tortured the effects 
dissolute life, thirsting for vengeance, finally seeks them 
out. Along the way there are meaningless references 
Daniel’s former wife, Hermine. you read this novel, 
forget her. She will only complicate already com- 
plicated situation. 

The publishers advise the readers that they shan’t soon 
forget this reading experience. Anyone who wades 
through Castle the Sand will guarantee that statement. 
The bad taste leaves one’s mouth does not soon de- 
part. Disguised the guise noble theme 
found the type literature that surreptitiously sold 
street There one passage that lewd; the 
tone the whole book reeks with indecent sexuality. The 
formal ceremonies marriage are shrugged off by- 
product physical union imposed mankind 
society. 

Besides its general immorality, literarily and stylistically, 
this novel worthless. merely another example 
“juicy” story written with one eye hopefully the best 
seller lists and the other Hollywood. such can- 
not recommended anyone. 

Thomas McTighe, 
Department English, 
University Scranton 
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Farrell, James The Life Adventurous. Vanguard. 
Oct. 16, 1947. 313p. $3.00. 


With the Lonigan-O’Neill-Flaherty-McGinty stereoscope 
still strapped his eyes, James Farrell records twenty 
more myopic views life. usual the characters 
his slides are unhinged beings flailing impotent arms 
the animal drive assailing them beating vain fists 
world bent upon their defeat. teacher his thirties 
sows some belated wild oats with nymphomaniac pupil 
wreck his home and marriage. aging professor 
philosophy eased out the classroom young ad- 
ministration that may die frustrate and incomplete. 
priest experiences temptation the sight florid young 
miss. American woman Paris eats with her lap-dog 
restaurant table, troubled the mute pleadings 
starveling beggars outside. Peter the poet, sensitive and 
sincere, leaves youth and vigor the fields Spain after 
being sold the Loyalists girl who uses her body 
effective recruiting agent for the cause. Comrade 
Stanley assuages his jealous pangs destroying Abe 
fellow party member. 

certain striving for the “punch” ending lends little 
technicolor the scenes. But the Studs Lonigan themes 
recur. Phil gets bootleg drunk Saturday night, visits 
ruttish dance hall, participates wild Prohibition 
joy-ride and, while his companions die the wreck from 
which has miraculously escaped, sins drunkenly with 
pick-up. St. Stanislaus High School reappears 
dialogue history lesson wherein the genial Father Kranz 
loses his temper and punches boy with unrestrained 
brutality. Boys and boyhood too the Farrell adoles- 
cent still mass cruel and dirty stimuli whose dreams 
are remote impossibilities and whose nobility false 
accretion, poorly understood and suspect. 


Farrell Botkin 


This getting monotonous. Farrell may choose “under. 
standing rather than myth, truth rather than 
claims for the naturalist fiction, but after Playing 
the same motet every pipe his organ, insists 
pounding out with his fists the bench and the 
woodwork. plays with his hands and feet and 
his senses. shouts it, cries and even sings it. The 
same old tune and the same old song, “There 
the street”. 


Furthermore, while calling attention the existence 
the sewer, messes protestingly over the contents. 
thousands pages now has compiled 
the sight, taste, smell, sound and feel it, veritable 
asylum muck. Having looked nothing else for 
most twenty years, walks with sewer-spots his eyg 
and his phonographic ear for dirty talk has had its needle 
stuck. For him the flax body and the hemp 
must scutched and swingled till the ultimate fibers 
filth are withdrawn. Then cast the purified 
aside. Scan, pry, peer, sift and finger through the entire 
catechism the waste. 


For all his righteous chit-chat about objectivity, 
and detachment, Farrell, like Zola before him, has thrown 
objectivity and detachment out the window 
become the partisan cause. Unfortunately, 
not Zola’s genius and falls into monotonous sameness 
effect that now wearing thin. Biased his selection 
character, biased his selection detail, has 
come Meredith’s naturalist who has looked long 
“the hog that now “takes nature for 
the hog”. 


Recommended none but the professionally interested 
literature, these cloacine stories should consigned 
the sewer from which they came. 


Victor Yanitelli, S.J., Ph.D., 
Department Romance Languages, 
University Scranton 


* * 


Botkin, (ed.). Treasury New England 
Folklore. Crown. Nov. 13, 1947. 934p. $4.00. 


Those who have become familiar with Treasury 
American Folklore, which was also edited Mr. Botkin, 
will know what expect this volume. Once more 
have really amazing amount folklore all types, with 
New England the focal point. Apparently the editor 
realized that sectional treatments would necessary, 
all the important material which has found 
presented Two additional volumes are 
aration, one dealing with southern folklore, the other pre 
senting collection the same material found the west. 


But one who has not seen the earlier volume may 
ask: What this one? perhaps easier say what 
not the book, rather than what included 
934 pages. Among the divisions under which anecdotes 
rather long stories, and poems are grouped, may 
tion the following: Yankee peddlers, local characters, 
liars, wonders the invisible world, place lore, 
traditions, the power faith, the force custom, 


ballads, and rhymes and not the sort 


that one will attempt read through hurriedly; 
the type that one will pick while away 
hour one day and hour another day. The 
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presents what practically social history New Eng- 
Customs and practices that seem strange 
the Middle West are made understandable stories asso- 
ciated with the origin the customs. Some the most 
pages are those devoted the wonders the 
invisible world, and the powers darkness. Some rather 
long excerpts from famous ghost stories are presented. 
Literally dozens books have been used sources 
information and material. facilitate reference use, 
three indices are given, one authors and titles, one 
subjects and names, and finally one based geography. 
Every librarian will find this book very helpful whenever 
New England much mentioned anyone; almost 
anyone will find the book unusually interesting and in- 
formational, and will experience feeling gratitude 
Mr. Botkin for bringing together much that seem typical 


New England. 
Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, Chicago 


McKenney, Ruth. The Loud Red Patrick. 
court, Brace. Oct. 30, 1947. $3.00. 


The loud red Patrick the author’s maternal grandfather, 
Patrick Flannigan name (though real life was 
Flynn), who raised family six his own, together 
with some cousins and boarders, Cleveland about the 
the century. The book series incidents, 
loosely unified the central character this six-foot, 
red-mustachioed, independent Irishman. differed 
from the established preferences his race since ab- 
horred policemen, St. Patrick’s Day parades, shamrocks, 
and the like. Also his black list were bankers, British 
aristocrats, his undertaking brothers, and most his busi- 
ness associates. When one begins wonder what 
favored, the author says had “great love for human 
beings”, and believed “human intelligence” and the 
revolution”. The real surprise, however, comes 
when learn was ardent disciple Robert 
Ingersoll. 


Lest this sound too serious, let hasten add this book 
primatily comedy, better, farce. carried along 
ina hilarious vein; the jacket calls “rollicking”, and the 
family, “fighting, uproarious, and funny”. This all 
true enough, but the last fact about Patrick will raise 
question the mind anyone who knows the Irish char- 
acter. was revolutionary without faith, that is, the 
faith his race. him are attributed all their vigorous 
qualities, their pugnacity, strong family feeling, and con- 
tempt certain conventionalities. Yet anyone with 
slight knowledge history will realize that these facets 
the Irish character are closely related their struggle 
their Catholic faith. They seemed rebellious, 
proud, clannish those who would take from them. 
lacking begin with, why should Patrick 
was? 


Patrick, then, anomaly, his granddaughter, Miss 
McKenney. few years ago she made national hit 
with her play, “My Sister Eileen”. Shortly after, she mar- 
tied Richard Bransten, one time correspondent the 
New Masses, and joined the Communist party. The last 
news her was her expulsion from the party 1946. 
that time, however, she said she 
still loyal Communist. 


McKenney Lin Yutang 155 


The present work more comical than 
the style Thurber and the New Yorker school 
humor. would probably harm the mature 
reader, who might find extremely laughable. Yet after 
the laugh could not help reflecting the contradiction 
Patrick, the typical Irishman, who lacked the one essen- 
tial his people. For this reason question the artistic 
truth the work and would not recommend for the 
younger reader. Even the humor, sustained 
hard kind; page after page hilarity goes with 
never touch softness, one feels the effect strain, 
such laughter too loud and too long will produce. There 
something lacking this type humor. Endless fun 
made family life, weddings, funerals and the like. 
turns life topsy-turvy. And, have poined out, 
not based true analysis character. Miss McKen- 
ney, therefore, either simply destructive, wishing 
ridicule everything, merely superficial, retailing the 
comic externals without going deeply into the truth 


human character. Dom Bruno McAndrew, 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 


Lin Yutang. The Gay Genius: The Life and Times 
Tungpo. Day. Oct. 427p. $3.75. 


Fashion man who combines the outspoken quixotism 
Chesterton, the wit Sam Johnson, the flair for 
design Aubrey Beardsley, the impishness Charles 
MacArthur, the engineering facility George Goethals, 
and you have the foundation for rough caricature the 
subject Lin Yutang’s latest book, The Gay Genius. 
Tungpo name little known the Western world, but 
the Chinese represents man who loved and 
revered. Merely pin the labels painter, engineer, 
poet, master prose, educator, statesman, humane jurist, 
father and devoted husband gives true picture the 
man whose personality says the author “had richness 
and variety and humor many-sided genius, possessing 
gigantic intellect and guileless child’s heart—a com- 
bination described Jesus the wisdom serpent 
and the gentleness dove”. 


Tungpo was born 1036. Educated the classical 
traditions scholar, went into government service, 
rising high position and becoming confidant the 
emperor. humane man, close the people his 
nation, made many enemies because his outspoken- 
ness. Exiled, brought back high honors, exiled again, 
returned from his final exile his home June, 1101, 
only die month later. 


Today Tungpo known for his calligraphy (an art 
greatly revered China), his bamboo paintings, some 
the canals built, and his voluminous poetry. Had 
merely confined himself the first three activities, his 
life would have been less stormy. But his writings 
could not cease condemning the politicans who were 
bringing much ruin his country. man courage, 
expected death the result his 9,000 word letter 
protest the emperor; but exile was his sentence. 
When cautioned about his writings, would reply that 
man must “spit out the flies found his food”. His 
poetry the same pattern. While much his 
verse pastoral, the following fragment written the 
birth his son typical: 
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Families when child born 

through intelligence, 

Having wrecked whole life, 
Only hope the baby will prove 
Ignorant and stupid. 

Then will crown tranquil life 
And become Prime Minister. 


his treatment Tungpo, Lin Yutang brings his ex- 
tensive knowledge and distinctive craftmanship bear 
his task. This not subjective book, for, the 
contrary, unusually well documented, and the author 
has taken care make only statements which can 
backed sources. these pages Tungpo and his 
kaleidoscopic times come alive. will take Sinophile 
appreciate the book’s subject. Tungpo has uni- 
versal appeal. Poet, painter, friend the people, man 
courage, possessor deep religious instincts, improvi- 
dent and generous, wearer his heart his sleeve, 
simple and unaffected, man for people all time 
and condition. The re-creation the life Tungpo 
evident labor love for Mr. Lin. And the author 
reminds us, although Tungpo dead and his name 
only memory, has left behind his writing the im- 
erishable joys his spirit and the pleasures his mind, 
that all ages will come know him truly was— 


gay genius. 
Albert Nevins, M.M., 
Maryknoll, 


Priestley, Jenny Villiers. Oct. 29, 


1947. 184p. $2.50. 

Jenny Villiers the title page announces story the 
theatre. not much account the career 
this early Victorian actress becomes, through the 
revelation her characteristics, study Martin 
Cheveril, modern English playwrite; nor applica- 
tion pertinent either actresses, playwrites the 
theatre the average individual quietly enacting 
his particular role his ration the stage time. 


Physically and mentally fatigued, Cheveril, fifty, has 
come Barton Spa where his new play “The Glass 
Door” produced the historic Theater Royal. 
has already consulted with Dr. Cave who bring 
sedative him later the theatre. Reluctantly 
joins the Company the Green Room the mayor ex- 
tends welcome and, called upon speak, chooses the 
opportunity predict that this will his last play. 
Afterwards, Cheveril, alone the eerie Green Room, 
approached three members the cast, all old friends, 
who beg him rewrite the Third Act which reflects his 
new cynicism and will only result disillusionment for 
the audience and failure the box office. refuses 
comply and later confides one the three, leading 
lady Pauline Fraser, that fact retiring from the 
theatre even relinquishing the offer much desired 
partnership three London’s West End houses. Un- 
able convince him that this attitude only mood 
conquered, Pauline finally challenges him break 
through the glass door his own imprisonment. When 
called onstage Pauline, left alone, soon joined 
Ann Seward, young actress seeking interview with 
Cheveril, and, recognizing the girl’s ability, she generously 
offers arrange meeting. The ghostly air the Green 


Priestley 


Room itself Ann and she admires 
sketch Jenny Villiers, actress the red and 
green gauntlet mysteriously falls the floor from 
nowhere. spite Pauline’s efforts Cheveril refuses 
listen Ann who, dramatically enough, flings down the 
same gauntlet she leaves, upon the ghosts the 
past for understanding. 


When Dr. Cave arrives insists that Cheveril must reg 
before the evening’s rehearsal and gives him sedative 
Upon his departure theatre manager Otley joins the 
drowsing dramatist and when questioned about the 
informs him that was once part Jenny Villiers’ 
tume. mention her name Cheveril recalls having 
noticed the obituary section Who’s Who the 
Theater. Itley describes her short career, produces 
small book written her admirer Augustus Ponsonby, 
which substantiates his tale, places her picture nearby 
and, unaware that Cheveril has already partaken his 
medicine, suggests that so. Stupefied the affects 
the sedative, Cheveril swallows two more tablets and 
thereupon floats into three-dimensional dream the 
past which Jenny plays the leading role. 


Jenny’s story simple. Young, earnest and talented she 
became chance the lead-lady Edmund 
Theatrical Company. exhibitionist, Jenny lived 
parts and Viola, more than Ophelia Rosalind, 
reached the heights she fell 
love with the ambitious, conceited leading male juvenil 
Julian Napier who only sought reflected the aur 
her fame. his sudden departure for London 
Jenny, distress his faithlessness and about havea 
child, went into decline and died. Informed her fate 
stage manager Walter Kettle who also loved her, 
Napier experienced deep remorse and, despair, accepted 
offer appear Broadway where drank himself 
death. 


the imaginative playwrite thumbs through 
book mere phrase sufficient suggest his clouded 
mind any the scenes from the sequence events that 
combined make Jenny’s life and, though the whole 
arresting, nothing impresses him much the sin 
cerity with which she performed her duties interpreter 
life for the people. The happy result this projection 
before him time past, ever now, through the dream, 
that Cheveril recaptures enthusiasm for his work 
fresh Jenny’s before her first Viola. Her message 
that death, illness, nor disillusionment— 
must allowed interfere with the duty owe each 
other “keep the flame burning clear”. 


novello length and indicative Priestley’s keen 
matic instinct, Jenny Villiers well written story that 
manages maintain the reader’s interest without 
ing the sensational so. Centered the Green 
Room the tale develops and resolves simultaneously and 
vith finesse two planes time. presentation, the 
characters from Jenny’s story might have 
The author’s sympathetic understanding 
both tragic and humorous types and the colorful warmth 
his highlighted settings make for pleasant reading. 
Technically, the reader may find Priestley’s manner 
rounding out his tale trifle coincidence 
stretched the limit when, linking present with past 
identities, Ann Seward’s husband made resemble 
more acceptable Julian Napier. 
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Except for the rather free spirit adopted Jenny she 
enters into her relationship with Julian, which neither 
her contemporaries nor the author would formally dis- 
approve, there little criticized the book. 
would seem offer heartening entertainment for all but 
the very immature. Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 
= * 


Eaton, Evelyn. Every Month Was May. 
Oct. 29, 1947. 241p. $2.75. 


When Evelyn Eaton keeps her pen simply storytelling 
(as she does the latter half these autobiographical 
reminiscences), she can produce effect comparable that 
the finest raconteur. Her approach leisurely and 
understandable; has inward reach that touches audi- 
ence and subject alike. The detailed experiences, inci- 
dental though they may be, have consequential depth 
and dignity. 
But the first chapters falter from adolescent hop, skip 
and jump attack that renders them superficial. The au- 
thor’s “finishing” the France the twenties, 
career secretary the Lithuanian Legation London, 
and her gadding with the Brussels smart set could double 
for the frothy adventures any sophisticated young girl 
the continent. Even her quick marriage and divorce, 
leaving her with daughter bring alone, seem not 
have penetrated very sharply. She dallied until the 
depression the “Period Light, Sane Joy”, when she 
was forced work for her bread earnest bewildered 
script girl the Paramount lot outside Paris. Here 
maturity takes the reins, and her writing mellows 
hundredfold. 
The breakdown her health from grippe typhoide 
caused her temporary retirement drowsy Callian 
southeastern France, where every conversation, provoke 
neighborliness, must begin over petit verre. 
about this time her recuperation that the most 
spontaneous episodes the book come life, perhaps 
because the peasants she describes are much more be- 
lievable than the bored society prototypes she encountered 
her earlier days. There the redhaired Lebours, 
who proposes marriage exchange for perpetual pot 
hot soup the stove; Armand, who insists firmly 
that she augment her modest subsistence with the raising 
rabbits; the village’s respected cure-all, Mére Mercredi, 
and her plethora uncertified but efficacious remedies; 
the amazing Mother Superior the convent down the 
hill, whose broken “war orphans” fashion such exquisite 
embroidery; silent André Leroy, veiling twisted memory 
beneath his fathomless blind stare. 
The two objections the book are Miss Eaton’s flip atti- 
tude toward her own marriage and easily misconstrued 
about the Church’s law annulments (i.e., “She 
had two children, the usual pretext, nonconsummation 
the marriage, could not apply,” 
may regarded amusing and light adult fare. 

Lois Slade, 

Dubuque, 


Harper. 


Davis, Harp Thousand Strings. Morrow. 
Oct. 29, 1947. 438p. $3.00. 


During three the bloodiest and most eventful years 
the French Revolution, from 1792 1795, great part 
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the revolutionary government’s oppressive policies were 
large part designed and great measure actually 
carried out Jean-Lambert Tallien 
nally printer the staff the revolutionary 
Tallien 1791 came out his own with more in- 
flammatory broadside publication, Ami des Citoyens, 
journal fraternel. Through this reached eminence 
the Jacobin party, helped greatly overthrow the Gi- 
rondists, and became one the principal formulators 
the Terror, member the Committees Public 
Safety and General all his ruthlessness, 
Tallien was unable through with the execution 
one the more glamorous the feminine nobility— 
Therese Cabarrus Fontenay, divorced from her noble 
husband and jailed the notorious Carmes with others 
about executed. 

Tallien not only spared Therese’s life, but (no surprise 
the reader historical novels) fell love with and 
married her. Theirs was highly romantic love-affair, 
either history Davis’ book; two ambitious, capable, 
ruthless people saw each other qualities, the right com- 
bination which would advance them They were 
married 1794, the same year that Tallien became presi- 
dent the Convention, and together they ruled France 
socially and politically for more than year, Tallien’s 
greatest achievement being the leading the Thermi- 
dorians against Robespierre, later guillotined with his 
leaders. After July, 1795, Tallien’s power waned; Therese 
left him for wealthy banker, and except for brief assist- 
ance from Napoleon, Tallien lived out his last quarter- 
century oblivion and died great poverty. 

Harp Thousand Strings fictionalized account 
the years power Tallien and Therese. Davis’ ability 
combine well-woven plot with exceptionally good prose 
—first evidenced the 1935 Pulitzer Prize novel Honey 
the Horn—carries him triumphantly and interestingly 
through the 438 pages this work. One feature his 
writing seems owe Fielding—the separation 
episodes frequently brief essays, sometimes quite Ches- 
tertonian their treatment familiar themes. Some 
these will certainly turn Donald Adams’ Treasure 
Chest, and this may one: 


Old age generally conceded life’s season for 
thinking back, though overrated vantage point 
from. fair count, one could held it, 
would probably prove any normal child eight able 
think back over fully many memories the 
creakiest dodderer eighty, besides being capable 
more detachment and clarity doing it, since child’s 
retrospect less apt colored such extraneous 
intrusions remorse, guilt, sentimentality, self-decep- 
tion, sheepishness, and the acute and impotent con- 
sciousness opportunities lost, missed, wasted, ignored, 
misused overplayed. The advantage that old age 
possesses exploring the past lies neither any su- 
perior stock recollections nor the ability bring 
them more lifelike and unmutilated condition, 
but simply their being spread over longer period 
time. 
The framework for the recounting the Tallien-Therese 
story furnished having Tallien tell three Ameri- 
cans who have taken refuge storehouse Tripoli 
during the bombardment that city the French Revo- 
lutionary Navy. each the three has fought one 
time another against the French, caught would 


| 


mean death for them all—and from this they are saved 
sudden impulse the part Therese Tallien, who 
gives them the opportunity escape and return the 
New World, where, the Osage country, they founded 
town and named after her. the story opens, Craw- 
ford, one the three, has been committed the insane 
asylum; the other two look back the beginning their 
friendship Tripoli and begin talk about Therese; 
then Tallien’s recounting begins. This rather complicated 
arrangement story-telling has its difficulties, and back- 
tracking sometimes necessary for the reader, order 
that may keep all the threads the novel untangled. 
Except for one two rather coarse expressions and ex- 
cept, course, for the fact that the story founded 
marriage between Tallien and divorcee—the book 
unobjectionable and can recommended all. 


Dom Bernard Theall, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington 17, 


Fine, Benjamin. Our Children Are Cheated. Holt. 
Oct. 27, 1947. xi, 244p. $3.00. 


The Education Editor the New York Times has built 
this book out series twelve articles which wrote 
for his paper after extensive tour investigate actual 
conditions the publically supported schools the coun- 
try. For much his factual material has drawn 
liberally from studies already available from educational 
agencies such the Office Education, the Ameri- 
can Council Education and the National Educational 
Association. This explains why many the statistical 
charts bear varying dates, many them going back 
the year 1940. 

Mr. Fine begins pointing crisis American Edu- 
cation—nothing less than the threat the complete 
breakdown public education comparison the 
flourishing (?) condition the privately supported schools 
(page 1). This leads consideration the “Teacher 
Shortage”, the great increase “Substandard Teachers” 
and the alarming increase “Teacher all 
which are seriously affecting the quality public educa- 
tion. Salaries” are, course, basic reason 
for the teacher shortage and the decline educational 
efficiency coupled with the inadequate “Money Spent for 
low ebb indicated that new phenomenon Ameri- 
can Education, “Teacher Strikes”. Unsatisfactory “Tenure 
and Retirement” provisions have added turmoil the 
troubled waters. “Empty Teachers’ Colleges” make the 
future outlook darker. Then there chapter with 
theme carried through comparing “Rural versus 
Urban Education” and describing “The Dual System” 
segregated schools for negroes and whites. 

After brief chapter the “Plight the Colleges”, 
which seems wholly out place this book, there 
chapter the “Effect War America’s Schools” 
which largely repeats emphasis already given the back- 
log expenditures that will have faced for educa- 
tional buildings and equipment. Chapters “Reorgani- 
zation Teachers’ Colleges”, “Federal Aid” education, 
“The Campaign for Improvement” the schools and 
and Recommendations bring the book 
close. 


Fine Komroff 


What Mr. Fine has done essentially dramatize 


popularize facts and figures already well known 
educational circles. has taken these facts and figures Mat 
and brought them life with anecdotes, quotations and 
personal notes which newspaper reporter gleaned 
his wide sampling tour the country. 
example this the chapter “The Dual System” 
which depicts very dramatically the deplorable conditions with 
negro public education and the grave inequalities which 
have thus far been tolerated. whe 
The book will appeal especially the great army love 
teachers and administrators the public schools because with 
waves the flag for increased financial support, for federal 
aid and for greatly increased teachers’ salaries and im. The 
proved working conditions. whole the book 
loosely knit together and marred copious repetition, Passi 
Augustinian College, 
towa 
Komroff, Manuel. Feast the Jesters. 
Strauss. Oct. 24, 1947. 305p. $3.00. 
Having viewed the events between the Waterloo 1815 
and Coronet’s Books II-III having pictured the scenes Obje 
1812-1814, Manuel Komroff now focuses 
lens the years 1814-1815, the fateful time omm 
partitioning among the powers The spine cated 
the French Empire has been snapped. Napoleon sits 
cooling his conqueror’s heels Elba and, incidentally, 
plotting the break that will end Waterloo and 
Helena. Meanwhile Talleyrand matches clubfooted 
macy with the Austrian genius Metternich, Great Britain 
sits with Alexander Russia and Frederick William Eisen 
Prussia, around the Powers host puling little can 
money-land-commerce-grabbers from Denmark, Bavaria, $5.00 
Wurtemberg, and the hundred princes, archdukes and The 
barons gather barnacled cluster press their claims 
against treasures pirated Bonaparte. The Congress pants 
Vienna thrasonically effulgent with regal pageantry and this 
the bejewelled trumpeting royal houses drabbles along hand 
stalemated scramble for power, solves nothing the the 
new problems nationality and liberalism, affords only Otto 
terribly needed breathing space exhausted Europe. 
More than mere cyclorama for the Feast the Jesters, 
the Congress breathes soul into its multi-patterned 
tive. From the action flows threefold stream: the 
intrigue the aristos, the Hungarian Zarali and his 
Italian cut-throat aid Donatello plotting for the Duchy 
Klem, Sir Jonathan Parry building the fabulous Parry 
tunes through uncanny industrial prevision and with 
miral Smith planning the British Empire world 
merce; the espionage measures the Vienna police under 
Baron Hager and his assistant Siber and the observe 
tactics the masses, fishwife Toisey and her coachman viduals 
husband Hugo, eggwoman Rosa and the sons returned 
from the napoleonic wars, counter-agents save 
underworld revolutionary, Louis the Bread, famed com 
spiring relict 1789; love too, Coco, the little 
from the streets Paris, for Sir Jonathan. These are the 
themes, royalty, police versus the poor, and love; splendor, battles 
squalor and the heart man. Through all three streams 
there winds the first thin current awakening liberalism 
and the rise the peasant classes, stream that will swell 
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volume and power until bursts the continental taken the field officers faced with tactical problems, 
flood the year revolutions, 1848. and then the rank and file, upon whom the burden 
Manuel Komroff has rendered admirably well the glitter battle ultimately falls. Upon each military level, the 
the Feast visioned with sophisticated eye. Not battle viewed through many pairs eyes, swinging from 
true are the recordings his ear. Coco the most out- sector give detailed the com- 
example. enfant paradis ever there bat. Numerous graphic maps make relatively easy 
was one, she speaks phrases philosophically incongruent follow the maneuvers the armies. 

with both her character and background. She un- the chapter “America Girds for War” the methods 
stage girl who sounds monstrously unnatural used raise both armies are described. Professiorial flag- 
when the midst some emotional reminiscence waving probably accounted for more volunteers than 
love she throws something like “Refinement goes sterile patriotic sentiment. Two chapters are devoted the 


without that replenishment earthiness”, “Virtue only naval war, one describing the Monitor-Merrimac conflict, 
important for the middle classes, the bourgeoisie and the other concerning the blockade and the Con- 
The poor cannot afford this great luxury. The rich would federate cruisers, especially Rafael Semmes’ Alabama. 
not encumbered it”, “Desires devour each other. 
Passions make the plot, not the villains”. Such talk 
savours suspiciously Komroff more than Coco. fact 
the author has stylistically subordinated his characters 
order heighten the quality the atmosphere 
bent creating, that the dramatis personae all verge 
toward type rather than toward the living human being. 
Stylistically speaking, too, one hesitates think what the 
New Yorker would comment the repetition “our 
interests are identical” popping three times brief 
two-page colloquy. 
Objectionable bits the book are too blasé revolting 
even harmful adults whom the book may rec- 
ommended they are interested this type sophisti- 
cated historical fiction. 

Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 

Department Romance Languages, 

University Scranton 


Scattered throughout the book are comments 
dents which bring into sharper focus the personalities 
the leaders both sides. There some account, also, 
the petty bickerings which kept the Union Army more 
less chaotic state during the early years the war. 
Although the American Jliad important contribution 
the literature the Civil War, not completely 
satisfactory. There room for few minor criticisms. 
Students history might wish that the sources the 
various selections were more definitely indicated, and that 
more space were given conditions behind the lines, 
especially the South during the last year the war. 
These are minor criticisms which detract but little from 
the real merit the book. The general reader will find 
fascinating and rewarding account the most bitter, 
yet most romantic, American war. 

Frank Gerrity, 

Department History, 

University Scranton 


Otto and Ralph Newman. The Ameri- 

can Iliad. Bobbs-Merrill. Oct. 31, 1947. 720p. Lewis, Oscar. Silver Kings. Knopf. Oct. 23, 1947. 
$5.00. xii, 286p. $4.00. 

The years following the Civil War saw the publication The four “silver kings” were not the discoverers 
journals, diaries, and memoirs, the lode bearing the name Henry Comstock nor were 
pants in, witnesses to, that titanic conflict. One result they among the earliest exploiters the Virginia City 
this literary epidemic that historians have more first- mines. Thirteen years had elapsed from the discovery 
hand accounts the various phases the War Between 1859 the October 1872 when the Virginia City 
the States than any other conflict American history- Enterprise, Dan Quille reporting, announced new 
Otto Eisenschiml, author several volumes the Civil strike and prophesized for minimum production 
War period, and Ralph Newman, guiding spirit Chi- $230,000,000. John Mackay and James Fair were the 
Civil War Round Table, have made real con- members the firm who managed the field operations; 
tribution extracting the best from many these con- James Flood and William O’Brien, chiefly the former, 
temporary eye-witness accounts, and arranging them, with were responsible for stock operations Francisco. 
judicious use connecting editorial comment, form Through stock manipulations and other devices the four 
continuous and dramatic narrative. kings, who often acted more like knaves, managed mine 
and Newman display partisanship their the Comstock from both ends, making for themselves 
selection material. Drawing from Union and Con- fabulous fortunes. While their income was around 
federate sources, from the accounts generals, junior million month and their wives were following the 
and enlisted men, from the reports foreign fashion the nouveaux riches building monstrous 
observers, newspaper correspondents, and sundry indi- mansions buying chateaux elaborate 
viduals who happened the right place the dinners, the miners were enjoying the magnificent wage 
time, they present well-balanced account the $4.00 day for working temperatures high 130 
war. degrees, consuming high pounds ice daily 
Beginning with the “problem Fort Sumter”, the re- 17). The lure easy riches resulted heavy specu- 
action the people the opening hostilities, and the silver stocks, draining away money that should 
raising the armies, the story moves the major have been spent productive enterprise and impoverish- 
battles the war, Manassas, Shiloh, Antietam, Vicks- ing thousands. 

burg, and Gettysburg, mention only few. The de- Mr. Lewis’ account largely limited popular descrip- 
these battles are excellent. From the general tion the discovery the Comstock Lode and Vir- 
headquarters where grand strategy outlined, are ginia City, the later development the mine Mackay 
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and Fair, and detailed biography each the kings, 
often including data significance, e.g., the endless 
legal battles occuring after the deaths Fair and Flood, 
the social successes Mrs. Mackay and, lesser degree, 
Mrs. Flood, and the fate their respective descendants, 
one whom paid $150,000 for the English stallion 
Ormonde (p. 269). the famous controversy bi- 
metallism the last quarter the nineteenth century 
there hardly word nor there any account the 
significance silver society, either money for 
industrial purposes. Consequently, Silver Kings 
limited value, presenting popular sketch four indi- 
viduals who made permanent contribution Ameri- 
can life (unless one wishes count Mackay’s association 
with Postal Telegraph), either through their own accom- 
plishments through their philanthropies which were 
largely personal, local nature and temporary effect. 


Eugene Willging, 

Acting Director Library, 
Catholic University America 
Washington 17, 


Cartmell, Van H., and Charles Grayson. The Golden 
Argosy. Dial. Oct. 16, 1947. 656p. $3.75. 


The cargo The Golden Argosy forty narratives, rang- 
ing from Poe Steinbeck, gathered under the sub-title 
“The Most Celebrated Short Stories the English Lan- 
guage”. The selection has been based publishers’ 
records, library files, study anthologies, and the opinions 
writers and students the form. The arrangement 
alphabetical author, each being introduced brief 
biographical note. attempt made show historical 
development, exemplify basic types techniques, 
sponsor novelties, provide scholastic aids. Yet 
strangely enough the editorial purpose offering only 
stories “permanently the minds affections” the 
literate world has resulted the exclusion Hawthorne, 
Harris, Jewett, Freeman, James, Cable, Aldrich, Crane, 
and other firmly established names. 

For the most part, however, familiar classics predomi- 
nate. One has only pick random titles recognize the 
rich store favorites: “Devil and Daniel “Out- 
casts Poker Flat”, “Gift the Magi”, “Monkey’s Paw”, 
“Gold Bug”, “Murders the Rue 
the Tiger?” and “The Jumping Frog”. Van 
Dyke, Kipling, Conrad, Ferber, Anderson, and Hardy 
make similar offerings. 

some respects the contemporary pieces suffer com- 
parison with the older ones, tone and taste not 
technique. Burke’s “The Chink and the Child” ends 
suicide and murder. Willa Cather atypically repre- 
sented “Paul’s Case”, likewise ending suicide. Col- 
lier’s “Back for Christmas” features murder wife 
husband. Faulkner presents heroine sleeping with the 
corpse her lover. Murder central also Heming- 
way’s “The and Huxley’s “Gioconda Smile”. 
Drunkenness, divorce, and degradation are exhibited 
Fitzgerald’s “The Rich Boy” and Lardner’s “Champion”. 
These are the materials, course, modern realism, and 
they are developed for the most part with detachment 
and literary finesse. None the less one finds satisfying 
relief the romantic ingenuity Sherlock Holmes, the 
pleasant day-dreaming Thurber’s Walter Mitty, and 
the phantasy Saki’s cat that talks “Tobermory”. 


* * 


Cartmell Robsjohn-Gibbings 


Best 


Two stories are somewhat unwholesome despite 
wide circulation:: “Rain” and “Big Blonde”. Even 


were disposed accept Sadie Thompson 

characterization, Maugham’s story prostitution 
South Seas cannot excused the implication that 

cynical distortion fair and average portrait 

medical missionary. Dorothy Parker’s story the 

marriage followed career drink and 

does not induce emulation, yet neither does arrive 

any more than depressing record sordid life. 

content not for the adolescent reader, but the the 

adult hands meritorious successor similar 

that are now becoming dated lack 

samplings. the 

George Grauel, Ph.D, 

Department English, dem 

John Carroll University, 

Cleveland, Ohio 


Dissection Modern Art. Knopf. Oct. 23, 


265p. $3.00. Ann 
his Good-bye, Mr. Chippendale Mr. Robsjohn-Gibbing 
paid his respects the antique furniture racket. Mon 
Lisa’s Mustache—the title was inspired picture 
the surrealist Marcel Duchamp (p. 189)—attacks the 
unintelligibility modern art from its alleged 
nings Rosetti and Gauguin onwards. 
The evolution artistic theory according Mr. 
lowed these lines: fedual times art was means 
which the privileged classes chateau palace 
the harshness their surroundings (p. 22); but the 
lightened Victorian middle classes, emancipated 
from mediaeval superstition, demanded that art 
their peace mind and contentment (p. 22-23); the 
Raphaelite movement sought rebel against this 
geois view elevating art the status religion “with 
devout following that accepted the dogmas art 
passively the devout accepted the dogmas the 
astical hierarchy” (p. 27—all italics this review 
Mr. R-G’s); the French impressionists, led Seurat, his 
thesize science and art (p. 45); the forces 
Huysmans) hated this democratic movement 
felt that “the only effective means refuting science ani 
restoring power artists and poets would 
via the arts, mysticism and superstition” 49); ani 
so, under the influence the theosophist Madame 
sky (p. 49) aided and abetted the influence 
Jesuits the chief promoters the new mysticism 
the reaction against science” (p. 61), well 

ip the m 
the social and political doctrines Sorel, Mosca 
Pareto, the whole brood modern “isms” was 
Futurism, Cubism, Syntheticism, Vorticism, Dadaism, Su: 
realism, etc. 


Gauguin’s experiments with Oceanic primitivism, and from 
discovery 1904 Kirchner, member the eyes 
group painters known Die Briicke, that “the 
used primitive magaicians induce implicit 
(p. 78) could utilized modern artis 
for similar purpose, brought hypnotism into modern 
Just primitive witch doctor wearing hideous 
grotesque masque could induce state hypnotic 
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his spectators, now certain Montmarte groups be- 
that identical process similar hypnotic 
state might produced twentieth-century spectators” 
(p. 88). this and similar notions (that man 
that reality geometrical, and that beyond 
the world reason truer world knowable only 
intuition—p. 91) modern artists, bemused the occult, 
thirsting for power over mankind, and aided the con- 
niving silence most art critics, have sought paralyze 
the plain man’s notions logic, science and common- 
The conspiracies Picasso, Gertrude Stein, Max 
Jacob, Apollinaire, Kandinsky, Klee, Chirica, Marinetti, 
the “Bauhaus” set and others all receive detailed atten- 
tion. The book ends, however, note hope for the 
democratic enemies magic, mysticism and authoritar- 
There are also some unkind words about the 
Museum Modern Art New York. seems pretty 
definite, however, that the gigantic plot has failed. 


Mr. has written witty, provocative and prejudiced 
which would entertain more irritated less. 
pointing out the influence the book Thought Forms 
Annie Besant and Leadbeater Kandinsky and 
other Cubists and Futurists (p. 84ff, 148ff) may 
contributing needed emphasis. assembling con- 
siderable amount data showing the part that the occult 
has played modern art has performed for the average 
layman, and perhaps for some critics, useful service. 
But the layman, and the critic, must tread warily among 
Mr. R-G’s dicta. the whole his thesis has the weak- 
ness all theses which attempt interpret 
torical movements the light single idea prin- 
may concede the widespread influence 
magic alone explains movements like surrealism. 
order understand surrealism painting and related 
phenomena other fields such atonalism music, 
stream-of-consciousness prose and the denial mean- 
ing philosophy, one must give due regard number 
other factors, especially the transference worship 
from God man, the loss the cultural unity necessary 
for communciation, and the disruptive effects our 
mechanized economy. 

his eargerness attribute everything magic Mr. R-G 
handles his data rather For example, when 
Rosetti his deathbed asks for priest (p. this 
“superstition” word which, along with mysticism, Mr. 
continually identifies with “magic”). Christian spir- 
ituality and spook-spiritualism are identical Mr. R-G’s 
The following quotation suffice give 
idea his competence the area theology: 
ever much the medieval church the spoken word in- 
sisted the validity the.magic its miracles, was 


the medieval artists who actually performed the miracle. 


For, far the medieval man was concerned, his abso- 
lute belief the miracle was not consummated until 
took place front his eyes. the medieval painting 
saw take place. The medieval painting was far 
from being illustration miracle; was medieval 


eyes the miracle itself actually taking place” (p. 24). 


This book not for the impressionable reader, although 
the mature one interested current art may derive enioy- 
ment from it, much not intended the author. 
Phillips Temple, 
Georgetown University Library, 
Washington 
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Brown, Joe David. Stars Crown. Morrow. 
Oct. 15, 1947. 256p. $2.75. 

This book will probably get generally favorable short re- 
view notices, which are certain refer “heart- 
warming” (one critic, for advertising purposes, has already 
gone record being “better man” for having read 
it); will well rental libraries and read avidly 
people who get their inspiration and religion from soap 
operas. the story Parson Gray, who simply deter- 
mined one day preacher and began his career 
walking into saloon the little town Walesbury, lay- 
ing two cavalry pistols the bar and announcing that 
was about preach his first sermon there and then. 
The Parson’s grandson the narrator and sort juvenile 
“straight man” asking the questions that give the Parson 
chance theologize. 

Grandpa Gray’s theological system is, course, based 
the Golden Rule, somewhat elaborated: “Do unto others 
you would have them unto and that 
means hosses and dogs—and all God’s creatures”, and 
when the all-important question for the self-made the- 
ologian comes up, Grandpa has the right answer: 

“Then why that people different churches, 
Grandpa?” 

“Because people are people, son. They’re different— 
an’ for the same reason that every town has more than 
one road leadin’ into it—every house has more than 
one door. People may travel different roads, but 
they travel them right—they end the same place. 
An’ they carry the same feelin’ their hearts 
People come church pay their respects the 
way they think They come church find 
new ways realizin’ old truths.” 


Grandpa converts calloused old reprobate staging 
fake miracle part one his church services; after 
the big joke has been explained the congregation and 


Old jed, 


“Grandpa smiled. Jed smiled. And God His high 
Heaven must have been smiling too.” 


But reviewer cannot smile this sort cracker-barrel 
theology, for its popularity one the saddist things 
about our modern world. This book not recommended 


any class reader. 
Dom Bernard Theall, O.S.B., 
Reference Librarian, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington 17, 


Gardner, Erle Stanley. The Case the Lazy Lover. 
Morrow. Oct. 1947. 250p. $2.50. 


The Case the Lary Lover the Gardner mixture 
before: pages life-like dialogue; continuous illusion 
real police work; culminating court room denoue- 
sea-fight Forester. Perhaps the plot mechanics are 
hit more perfunctory than expect from the author 
his best vein. The puzzle the two checks, each signed 
“Lola Saxon Allred”, both arriving separate envelopes, 
and one one genuine, promises more than 
delivered the solution. 

fascinating speculate upon just what constitutes 
the exact bases Gardner’s indubitable narrative fascina- 
tion, even when off top-form. Aside from certain 
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primary narrative vitality that belongs all born story- 
tellers, folk-ways are persistent, and not amiss 
suggest that Perry Mason, for all his hard boiled urban- 
ity, linked the sort traditional frontier hero 
Leatherstocking was fiction and the Mountain Men, 
Bridger, Boone, and Carson, were real life. follows 
back track with all the cunning and tenacity one 
Cooper’s Indians. has David Harum resourceful- 
ness that not above sharp practice; but this latter quality 
controlled primitive code fair play. one 
the characters The Case the Lover remarks 
Mason, “You’re just clean hound’s tooth and 
smart steel may well that Perry Mason 
indigenous example the truth the adage for 
fiction: Plus change plus c’est méme chose. 


Charles Brady, Ph.D., 
Department English, 
Canisius College, Buffalo, 


Benchley—or else! With draw- 


Benchley, Robert. 
Harper. Sept. 17, 1947. 


ings Gluyas Williams. 
273p. $2.75. 

The American Leacock blossoms out again with humorous 
sketches the minor irritants his life (and most 
ours): the countless and useless methods stopping hic- 
coughs; ladies poker; the difficulty unwrapping 
modern package; our pampered children; music apprecia- 
tion courses; the gremlins the inanimate underworld; 
Hollywood lovelife; etc., etc. times Benchley mildly 
humorous; usually obvious his lines lack sur- 
prise punch. Yet, can say, contrast other humor- 
ists, his material clean, which these days some- 
thing occasion some gratitude. 


Simon, Yves Community the Free. Holt. Oct. 
16,1947. 172p. $3.00. 

The nineteenth century stands forever history era 
optimistic democratic liberalism. was age un- 
precedented progress. witnessed the birth and abnormal 
growth industrialism and must bear the blame 
the economic enslavement millions freedom-loving 
men. This was enslavement the name liberty. 
Mr. Simon analyses the main phases the era, its liberal- 
ism, its optimistic notion progress and the common 
man’s way life. Community the Free the author 
examines the philosophical foundations liberalism 
relation the true notions liberty. Liberalism exposed 
its true colors destructive the real nature man. 
reality atomistic ‘ndividualism, selfish philosophy 
life. rationalistic anarchy, for rejects all law and 
order whle exalts the arbitrary every phase man’s 
life. despises all relations otherness, while whole- 
heartedly supports the survival the fittest the un- 
equal struggle life. denies community interest, 
and the brotherhood man the exaltation the in- 
dividual. 

the words the author “is systematic ill will to- 
ward law and regulation, determination regard all 
authority necessary evil which should reduced 
minimum and which, under any and all circumstances, 
one will refuse inner respect. These character traits 
which individualistic peoples are proud and which 
have often been cited precious guarantees freedom, 


Benchley Simon Slaughter 


appear nothing but obnoxious attitudes, well 
culated pave the way for despotism making 
practice the arbitrary familiar the mind 
(p. 24). 

History closes the nineteenth century with the rise 
arbitrary political forms such Fascism, 
and Nazism. Can the philosophy liberalism take 
for these monstrosities? 

True freedom, the freedom the Community the Fre 
not the liberty arbitrariness but that which 
nizes truth, “loves the law, possesses inner respect 
authority, which contributes most effectively toward mak 
ing the sense the common welfare present each 
man’s consciousness” (p. 25). 

Liberalism separates and divides. Liberty, true 
unites. Liberalism offers philosophical support for 
discrimination, cheap labor pools and peoples’ 
True liberty creates and enhances the brotherhood 
Liberalism engenders false notion progress, for 
based Rousseau’s philosophy human nature which 
there nothing but good. Let man follow his 
inclinations and will always the right thing. 
history world evils gives the lie such optimism. 


profound feeling the wretchedness our 
perfectly sincere disposition see evil wherever shows 
itself, together with its frequency and its extent; will and 
resolution knock down the protective screens which our 
fear and laziness manufacture; thorough sense the 
immense difficulties which the accomplishment good 
presents” (p. 120). 

The author not disillusioned optimist nor modem 
with morose mind but unflinching realist with “an 
exact knowledge evil and uncompromising will 
act and struggle for the better world whose realization 
our nature, from the depths its wretchness, demands” 
(p. 121). 

While Community the Free presents 
critique the vital issues concerning liberty and progres, 
the book seems lack unity. Perhaps this due the 
fact that several chapters were written for previous publi 
cations. The reviewer invites one and all read the 
ing old truth. stimulating, times exasperating 
yet still admits other ways getting into garage with 


out backing in. 
Arthur North, 
Department Philosophy, 
University Scranton 


Slaughter, Frank The Golden Isle. 
Oct. 16, 1947. 373p. $3.00. 


Doctor Slaughter has written 
mostly novels and with doctors the hero 
exception and, usual, the doctor’s role has pat 
ticular bearing the story, being merely convenient 
peg upon which hang several exciting medical incidents 
Footloose Doctor Michael Stone, having found 
ticular niche life, was shanghaied from London the 
agents Adam Leigh, slave runner, slave breeder, 
chant and planter, take charge the medical aspect 
his slave gathering station Africa. board ship 
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met and was deliberately seduced Lady Marian 
wife Adam’s son, Sir Forrest, who had been in- 
jured Waterloo and was incapacitated invalid. After 
years forced duty Michael managed escape 
slaver which had just made the crossing Leigh’s 
headquarters. Bearding Adam Leigh his den, 
his freedom, Michael relinquished that search 
and accepted the post physician charge Leigh’s 
family and his slaves, and renewing temporarily his post 
Marian’s lover replace her gelded husband. There 
too found the fruit his earlier affair his son, 
off Leigh’s grandson and heir. 


Michael fell love with Dimity Parker, waif and ex- 
hound girl, after the usual illicit episode and resolved 
with Leigh and Marian while setting his own 
home and practice the little Florida town from which 
leigh operated. Then Sir Forrest Leigh died and there 
series opera bouffe insurrections, engineered 
Adam Leigh gain control the region and force 
intervention the part the newly United States. 
Finally when Michael had resolved break completely 
with Leigh slave revolt resulted Leigh’s death and 
when Dimity, whom had married, committed suicide 
approaching death from heart condition, 
Michael was left free return Marian, his earlier love, 
free enjoy her, his son and secure life the United 


Both literary and moral trash abound this story 
doctor who fought the evils slave running and slave 
breeding helpful end other than free himself 
their toils. boasted and described fornica- 
tion and adultery well condoned suicide, which set 
free adulterer marry his paramour, are sufficiently 
evil make worthless book recommendable class 
reader. 


Shapiro, Lionel. The Sealed Verdict. 


The Sealed Verdict really familiar routine done 
entirely new setting. the story man whose 
successful prosecution criminal brings with sense 
course his conscience eventually cleared 
and love allowed triumph—in this case with some 
slight turning heads. 


Doubleday. 


The prosecutor question Major Robert Lashley. The 
victim Otto Steigmann, former chief the German 
Security Police Paris, now trial war criminal. 
Actually Lashley not much concerned about Steig- 
mann’s sentence about Themis Delisle, the French 
who testified for the former Nazi. Having fallen 
love with her during the trial, Lashley cannot believe that 
she traitor despite the fact that she was Steigmann’s 
mistress. Through devious methods the young prosecutor 
succeeds, not only keeping her out the hands the 
French authorities, but even having her released from 
charges because services rendered the Allied cause. 
seems Themis had consented become Steigmann’s mis- 
tress would spare her lover, Pierre Flanders, when 
the remaining Jews Paris were rounded the spring 
1944. Later, according Steigmann’s testimony, 


Flanders was killed—ironically enough, Frenchmen— 
gunfight just before the Americans entered the city. 
the story. And Lashley admits his superior 


Shapiro Paul 
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officer: “In curious way she (Themis) aided the cause 
Allied 

Until love wins out Lashley certainly made live 
torturous existence during these six hectic days. 
ridiculed, scoffed at, even suspected his fellow officers. 
But faces the ordeal unflinchingly. Since justice (isn’t 
that what fought for?) must eventually emerge trium- 
phant, some interesting contrasts are woven into this pic- 
Outstanding among these the case the German 
girl accused murdering American soldier. This case 
given Lashley take his mind off Themis. all 
grows very melodramtic when the dead man’s parents are 
brought Germany Army expense attend the trial 
their son’s murderess. However revenge turns love 
when the unfortunate girl dies childbirth. The for- 
giving grandparents are proud bring their orphaned off- 
spring his new homeland. 


Despite its overdramatization there probably great 
deal truth this picture life with our occupation 
troops. Daily reports inform their activities and the 
confusion they face. The Sealed Verdict attempts 
reveal reasons for this confusion and explain why 
some these men think and act they do. However 
are not able along with the author’s interpretation 
honesty and justice. Themis’ release only adds our 
confusion. The book further impaired excessive 
vulgarity and too frequent dwelling the lust life the 
two central characters. All this must limit its reading 
public mature audience. 

Francis Ullrich, 

Manhattan College, 

New York City 


Paul, Elliot. Linden the Saugus Branch. Ran- 
dom House. July 11, 1947. iii, $3.50. 


iii, 
Mr. Elliot Paul could probably take the statistics off 
Census Bureau tabulation and make them live, breathe, 
suffer and exult. Naturally does less than this 
when describing the present work (the latest his 
personal saga: Items the Grand Account) the friends 
and acquaintances his childhood. the turn the 
century Linden, Mass., was small, backwater suburb 
Boston the Saugus Branch the Boston and Maine 
Railroad. was habitually furnished too little and too 
late with roads, transit equipment, political plums and 
all the other paraphernalia progress. When you men- 
tioned Linden people laughed. 
The opening incident establishes the amiably scandalous 
tonality the book. Ginger McSweeney, who drives the 
antiquated horse car with profane urgings the hill past 
the Paul home writes name the that 
“Sweet Alice” Townsend, Linden’s shy and delicate 
schoolmarm. Standing snowbank, Ginger employs 
method inscription which Mr. Paul too fastidious 
state baldly but sufficiently deft convey clearly. 
The dismaying effects his prank Miss Townsend 
bring consternation Ginger, some adventures sleuth- 
ing the young Elliot Paul, and introduction the 
principal personalities the town the reader. 
There are Ruth Coffee, manly dress, quick intelligence 
and good heart; the Rev. Gregory Powys whose sermons 
and hymns did not lessen Elliot’s early distaste for religion; 
Uncle Reuben, whose easy going amorality had its effect 
his impressionable nephew; “Admiral” Quimby and his 
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worldly clientele the Massasoit House, description Tyre, Nedra. Red Wine First. Simon and Hoffe 
whose barroom were enjoying until came the Oct. 1947. 209p. $2.75. 


phrase: the “brotherhood Christ and alcohol” (p. 
and that’s not the limit the author’s attempts blas- 
phemy: see 156); poor Dud Shultz, the meek and inno- 
cent druggist whose terror being accused dispensing 
aphrodisiacs amuses some pranksters end; and the 
widowed mother the author, good, sound Protestant 


This book not very easy summarize classify, 
her Introductory Note the author says: “The people Mr. 
this book all talk someone called case worker. 
confidence has been respected and they cannot 
fied. this many devices have been used. 

who, one feels, now the Heaven her son does not are mentioned and, variously, places, profession his 
and relationships have been altered. These, then are 

addition to, rather through the personalities the years 1940-45. They lived and died three 
Linden, observe good cross section its social life: the Southern 
the politics the day; church bazaar; the activities though 
the stone quarry and the various stores the commu- There are twenty-five these talks (which, the the vet 
nity; some mouth-watering accounts the genuine New are all monologues, the case worker being cast solely witty; 
England cuisine; the life the poor without benefit the role listener); one them interview with 23, 
WPA; the tensions between racial and religious groups; woman reference”, the rest the outcome visits (77, 
the barber shop and the blacksmith shop with their gossips Sons “on relief” seeking become so. Each talk good 
and loafers; the Blue Laws and the dire consequences chapter Red Wine First, whose title taken from 
trying apply commonsense New England. fact, Passage Sean O’Casey’s play, The Silver 
Chapters 18-20, which depict the Blue Law misadven- “Red wine first the passion and the power For thi 
tures Norman Partridge, the town’s richest man, are the pain The chapters vary considerably mature 


example Mr. Paul’s prodigious story-telling powers length (from three twenty-five pages) and more oth 
their best. tent; but, almost all, the overtone one tragedy 


impossible summarize book this sort and make episode. fanatic boasts her pur 
much sense it. These memoirs are obviously creative busybody tells how she spied neighbor, 
well they constitute lecherous, tubercular ex-truck driver yearns for the 
imagined life clearer than reality”. The author has sensi- over long highways. widow bemoans th: the 
bility, intelligence, and love But has hanging her son for killing her husband. old 
for the Giver life, and There will those explains why has just married young, 
who care for the indiscriminate use the Holy girl. failure both business and home-life declare 
Names, nor for the written use “four-letter” words, himself last contented man. foul-mouthed 
whatever legitimacy they may have part the folklore (with whom one cannot help feeling some 
the “Gent’s Room”. pathy), irked the endless questions put him the 
However, there less obvious and more serious defect case worker, gives her, terms sardonic coarseness 

the book. basic contradiction which the author profanity, some unasked information that (it may 

has conveniently placed for adjoining pages (376-6). hoped) shocks her into silence. lynching scene 

After describing the gentlemanly Mr. Wing, connoisseur described one applicant—with remorse but with 

choice wines, cigars and women, who takes along one little wonder his wife’s disapproving attitude Holdin 
another his girls with him his leisurely trips that long-past exploit. And ex-inmate house and 
Europe, Mr. Paul speaks feelingly (p. 375) “the un- ill fame discounts the supposed horrors such One 
speakable brutalities the page 376 These stories, though but third the book’s 
piously expresses the hope that “in our postwar world give fair idea the whole. 


shall find room for like Mr. Wing who The author clearly implies that she reproduces the Americ: 
nothing useful except enjoy themselves civilized substantially they were told. What not Wall, 
the extent which she has re-written them. So, Innocen 
This reviewer feels that Mr. Paul really ought make stand, one cannot, because the re-writing, classify 
his mind. Our civilization, obligingly points out book group case histories; nor can one, because ity whic 
page 377, “is all That means that the the alleged origin, catalogue volume short 
amorality the Nazis cannot separated from the The style (in its realistic genre) good, and doubt block 
amorality the Mr. Wings the world. Mr. Paul, who Miss Tyre’s and profanity abound mathem 
confesses himself disciple Mr. Wing (p. 375), smiles Red Wine First, and blasphemy (sometimes nection, 
the sexual amorality individuals but wants the larly repulsive kind) not infrequent. dragging 
political amorality the Nazis crushed. But one who dent design, the author has selected stories the 
has seen the life and death Spanish (or any other) insinuate that religion breeds crazy fanaticism; not 
town ought know that the Devil doesn’t operate that marriage man-made legality which must not 
way. The charm and artistry and occasional wisdom hinder extra-legal love; that birth control would solve 
this book may properly relished only those who, problems the poor; and that human want and horrifi 
unlike Mr. Paul, can recognize that the Devil who makes throw heavy doubt God’s goodness and mercy. 


fornication seem amusing the same Devil who per- 

may slightly useful adult students sociology. morning, 


Phillips Temple, stricken 
Georgetown University Library, Winston, 
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Hoffenstein, Samuel. Pecil the Air. Doubleday. 


Mr. Hoffenstein was the author Poems Praise 
Practically Nothing, volume light verse which 
achieved wide popularity about seventeen years ago. His 
death during the past month coincided with the publica- 
tion the present work. has continued the vein 
his earlier writing, that is, light, deftly rhymed shafts, 
making fun human foibles. Unfortunately, however, 
this coarser than its predecessor. The seventeen years 
spent Hollywood have not refined his poetic gift, 
though still expert rhyme. From the form 
the verse, one would look for the ideas scintillating, 
witty; but such not the case. Some are bitter (pp. 19, 
23, 73, 101); others impious (24, 53); other sensual 
(77, 89, 93, 98, 102, are spots between some 


comic verse. 


Thus, even though the verse has appearance light- 
ness and gaiety, too often leaves bitter taste behind. 
For this reason, believe will disappointing the 
the other hand the work clearly not one for imma- 
tue mind. There are too many glittering and quotable 
falsities type that would appeal some unformed 
minds. fine, however, Mr. Hoffenstein does not im- 
press one man malice, but rather groping after 
the good life, and reaching conclusions, insisting 
everything absurd. Occasionally drops his assumed 
cynical cheerfulness for note questioning humility 
Finished”, “To Friend”, “To and 
these few are like melodies amid the brittle clattering 


his rhymes. 
Dom Bruno McAndrew, 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 


Washington, 


INNER SANCTUM MYSTERY 


Holding, Elisabeth Sanxay. The Blank Wall. Simon 
and Schuster. Nov. 17, 1947. 231p. $2.50. 


One the better things Britain seems have shipped 
reverse Lend Lease the novel suspense, and Elisa- 
beth Sanxay Holding must ranked high among the 
American masters and mistresses this form. The Blank 
Wall, not quite suspenseful its predecessor, The 
Innocent Mrs. Duff, adds deeper dimension than before: 
sense pity, and unmistakable moral qual- 
ity which, nevertheless, holds judgment merciful sus- 
spension. The character Martin Donnelly, blackmailer, 
blocked with subtler strokes than are usual the 
mathematical pattern the crime story; and, this con- 
nection, are almost inclined indulge the author’s 
dragging the old scorched chestnut, Jesuitical (p. 130), 
grounds that her invented puppet thinking, 
not she. 


Lucia Holley, comely matron the edge middle age, 
find her seventeen-year-old daughter the 
verge affair with married cad sinister antece- 
dents; has, among other things, police record for 
vending pornography. She finds him dead, early one 
morning, anchor piercing his throat, and, panic 
stricken realization that her own father accidentally re- 
sponsible, hides the body. blackmailer calls; then 


From that point the half-world 


Hoffenstein Holding Semper Binns 165 


seeps, like sea fog into parlor, into the corners her 
securely ordered life. 


precisian could indict the ending for being huddled up. 
is, But the author’s stylistics, particularly her 
beautifully natural dialogue, are eminently satisfactory. 
Now that the Red probe over and Hollywood has re- 
verted its customary abnormality, the somewhat Byronic 
Donnelly, Pascal’s “thinking reed” considered gangster, 
should provide nice fat role for some current idol; say, 
venture, Robert Montgomery. 


Charles Brady, Ph.D., 
Department English, 
Canisius College, Buffalo, 


Semper, Hamlet Without Tears. Loras College 
Press. 107p. $1.50. 


The second printing Hamlet Without Tears attests 
the readibility Dr. Semper’s presentation thesis 
which might have moved haltingly had been encum- 
bered the paraphernalia which usually accompanies 
literary efforts born extensive critical research. 
forsakes favor the weight that the authority 
Aquinas can lend his deductions. Dr. Semper’s inter- 
pretation the provocative Prince that theologian 
and scholar who, upon examining the moral and religious 
significance the tragedy, presents Catholic Hamlet, 
Renaissance manner and medieval mind. 


series essays, five all, the author weaves theo- 
logical thread through the pattern the play that gives 
healthy firmness his interpretation Hamlet’s charac- 
ter, although, times, pulls the thread too tightly. 
Most interesting are the chapters, “The Purgatorial 
Ghost,” which Apparition represented, not 
fiend, but Purgatorial spirit seeking justice; and “Orth- 
odoxy versus Skepticism,” which contains Catholic 
analysis the “To be, not be” soliloquy. Readers 
will always profit from intelligent and scholarly evalua- 
tions this ever fascinating study, and Dr. Semper’s 
takes place the panel Shakespearean criticism. 


Lawrence Pontrelli 
Department English 
University Scranton 


Binns, Archie. Your Rolling River. Scribners. Sept. 
22, 1947. $3.00. 


sense Your Rolling River might considered 
sequel the author’s earlier work, The Land Bright, 
which dealt with the pioneers’ trek across the Orgeon 
Trail the 1850’s. Now are returned the Pacific 
Northwest the existing period immediately following 
the overland migrations. The proximate setting As- 
toria, seaport city literally built stilts and wooden 
wharves above the mighty Columbia, not far from the 
point where that river flows into the Pacific. 


With such background the author might have worked 
wonders. Unfortunately seems have been over- 
whelmed its richness. result his novel contains, 
not one story, but several. And while the jacket blurb 
informs that “the whole book tied together and 
dominated the feel the mighty river” its influence 
more imaginary than real. 
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least the river did play important role the life 
Captain Roger Collins. him, the daring harbor pilot, 
meant more than life itself. sure gave his life 
trying guide vessel through the treacherous shoals off 
Cape Disappointment. took just such tragedy 
make Rogers’ wife realize what the sea had meant her 
husband. Only that day, jealous the sea, which had 
kept her husband from her, Rita had fought bitterly and 
fit anger condemns him fool. punishment 
the sea takes him from her forever. 


Likewise affected Rogers’ mysticism for the sea were 
the two Fortune youngsters, John and Thomas. Brow- 
beaten, scolded and whipped cruel parents who were 
determined raise their offspring lofty professional 
status, the lads steal the family skiff and start adven- 
turous flight. When they are caught several days later 
the sadistic father sends them off sailing vessel bound 
for voyage round the Horn. Since this year away from 
home fails have the desired effect the father agrees 
acquiesce the youngsters’ ambitions and sends them off 
navigation school. 


One other story deserves further discussion since its 
presence utterly out place this book. Under 
what evidently supposed pass emotional stage 
youthful love, the author flaunts fornication and seduc- 
tion into the face unsuspecting reader. 


Chapter Your Rolling River contains some note- 
worthy writing. The author possesses remarkable descip- 
tive ability and the power hold his reader through the 
sheer force his language and imagination. unfor- 
tunate that his lack good taste relegates otherwise 
good novel low moral category. 


Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York City 
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